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drdmanting
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Banghok Post mu.ﬂmmn.ml 3

POST REPORTERS

»The Government Pharmaceutical
Organization (GPO) yesterday said
the country is not facing shortages of
anti-viral Favipiravir pills for Covid-
19 patients.

stalf 1o clarify to pathents whry they would
notbe able 1o receive the pil.

In other news, the Public Health
Ministry will provide oupatient care
for Covid-19 patients starting on Tues-
day, on top of home and community

tor o(llsebPO.
!'i(RDSlWPiE saying

shortages.

e pill are in sh o supply as the

number of CRTCTON Cases Continues 1o
surge, the RDS said in its post.

‘However, Ms Sirikul said there are

currently 24 million Favipiravir pills

being reserved by the GPO, and 80 mil-

isolation care, acconding o a govern-

goames  DrKatiph permanent

on the Rural Doctor Soct- for public health, said Covid
jent care will be an additional

service, and current medical services
for patients isolating at home of receiv-
ing treatment in community isolation
facilities will remain intact.
“Ourpatient care will be provided
for patients who cannot access the two
systems,” he said. "1t willbe an alterna-

‘caused by the Delta strain declined in
October. the country had more than

lion more being produced, meaningthe  tive service o be available at certain
GPOnow h million pills  respi clinics”
o 10 GPO medica-
across the country. tion and advice on how to self isolate at
She said that apart from these home, he said, adding the new initia-
batehes, a number of Favipiravis pills  tive's details and eriteria are being dis-
are being reserved at some GPO ser-  cussed with the Royal College of Pedia-
vice tricians of Thailand, among others.
TheGPO Dr Ki said outpatient care
vir pills in September, and sccess was  for Covid-19 patients is now possible
relatively easy, the RDS said. as 90% of infections are caused by the
When the number of infections Omicron variant, with most patients

thent care is part ofa plantto,
the samsof e geead of ok ioas

GPO SAYS KINGDOM HAS 84 MILLION IN RESERVE
No shortage of Favipiravir pllls

MUCKING IN TOGETHER

positive for Covid-19 to have access 1o endemic thi yau
the RDS added. *Outpatient care getiing their hands dirty ¥ aclivity at the:
According to the RDS post, recent uunespmlmmnmmu Golden. Pathum Thari_ The ackvily Is designed

Govt targets
return to Tier 2
trafficking list

POSTREPORTERS
»Deputy Prime Minister PrawitWong-

pnﬂmlhmrmmhwnm
reinstated as a Tier 2
mmm

Thailand was demoted from Tier 2
to Ther 2 Watchlist in 2021's Trafficking
in Persons Report.

Pol Gen Thammasak Witcharaya,
deputy secretary-general of the Prime
Minister who oversees potitical affairs,
said yesterday Gen Prawit, chairman of
the national committee on prevention
and suppeession of human trafficking,

line with United Nations World Tourism
Organisation efforts aimed at tackling
sex Iril'llddnguwdl as child worker

abuse. Py were drafted to
dmlmdlabonrndprmlaeddh
abused workers, with implementation
accelerated for completion in March,
e sald.

The meeting also addressed the
justice process in tackling human
Thailand,

pitals only had a few left for patients
who need them, including the elderiy.
Tt said the shortages forced hospital

POST REPORTERS
»The National Health Security Office

oflines kept.on hold or cut off.
‘Wen-nmmmamnom Ia

‘Bliumibol Adulyadsj The Great. PHITC ARGHT 1L

NHSO launches Line channel for Covid queries

0 far.
“The NHSO is also hiring 150 more

I.'Dgnhunmlllumli-emmd

nication channel to ease the burden on

its hotline which has been

with calls inquiring about beds for

Covid-19 suffers.
Dr Jadet

with us” he said

Dr Jadet added many non-urgent
calls were made to the hotline every
day and implored people not 10 redial
with ihe same questions.

people

Meanwhile, more than 101 billion
baht of the Universal Coverage for
Emergency Patients scheme, which
the NHSO manages, has been spent
mchmu—lswmmm

Myanmar
Cambodia, he sald. Reports of Thais.
being trafficked in neighbouring coun-
ries persist.

Netiwit loses university council post

POST REPORTERS

»Sudent activist Netiwit Chotiphat-
phaisal has lost the presidency of Chu-
mwmummysmumm

g =

after role
in organising a ireshmen induction.

figures
— lecturer-in-exile Pavin

Eeshmeniospeakobscene
language which the office
deemned w be offensve.
The activity was unbe-
coming of Thai culture
and tradition, it sald, and

of the country, reopened 1o tourism in
November last year

Knock-on effect

Bhunanan Pmnuln, pmndm[ulme
Pattaya Business

ton (PBIA), summumm

‘what two whole years of zero business
have done” he said.

Big hotels are owed 30- wwmmh
baht each and smaller hotels bout 10 3
million baht each.

tourism sector in Pattaya.
‘The onset of the pandesnic two years
ago saw visitor numbsers from the two
The conflict

-—\.

he said. They wrote
o the Tourism and Sports Minisiry io
mnmmmm@naw

Mr Bhunanan said several hotels
have urged the govemnment to zefo in
on the Russian market in its tourism

campaigns.

any wur agencies in Pattaya had
booked hotels for clients, including
Russians and Ukrainians, on credit
The agencies would use money they

mmpuwnmnm
Wooing back enough
msmuuemmummme
debt issue in the hospitality sector,
which woul lift up other businesses
in the supply chain.

Mr Bhunanan said that before the
pandemic, a million visitors from
Russia and nearby countries headed
to Pattaya a year on average. Now, only
a fraction have retumed.

ists

Snlm-hvl

‘This pattern was repeated uniil itwas

travedled to Pattay.
‘The problem is the attack on

pan ™o
new visiiars came, which left the tour
agencies” credit reserves dry and the
hotels with a mountain of outstand-
Ing debes.

Being able to welcome back many
Russians and the Ukrainians, who form

nation persist” he said.

tion under the Test & Go programme
Mhough

for a few day

“and the

e
hotels’ balance sheets.

jkan, secretary
of the Pattaya Entertainment and

The tourism industry
is expected to suffer
afurther freefall with
war breaking out.
PATTAYA BUSINESS
AND TOURISM
ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT,
BHUNANAN PATANASIN

T —

of Thailand's Phuket office, between
Nov 1 last year and Feb 24, 277,924

& Go programme and 160,331 via the
Sandbax scheme.
A breakdown by nationalities

puts wisitors at the top with
51,186, 793 Germans,

along a beach in Pattaya, a Tollowed by 25,
Euwrope, in December. 15,516 French, 14,030 Swedish, 11,643
Kazakhs, 11,165 Issaells, 10,553 Ameri-
Tourism Association, said Russianand  cans and 8,296 Australians.
Ukrainian tourists pnmmnmpm Russian tourists tend 10 be big spend-
and bars which remain dosed st ers, he said, a protracted conflict
‘moment unless they operate In an  could push up the priceof oll and hurt
open-air Howeves, itmight not
L tourism,
countries opted o stay ai big hotels at least in the immediate term.
inchuding the Ambassador Cityhotelin~ Kongkdat Kh .

mmuwﬂmmm
1o fll the void left by warists from
countries.

Aslan

He sad that for many Russians, Pat-
taya is their second home as they have
taken up permanent residency.

Thanet acting
president of the Chon Burl Tourism
Industry Council, said Russia's atiack
on Ukraine is Iikely 1o affect Ukraine
more than it does Russia.

But the pandemic has altered the
pattern of Russians” travel to Thailand.

‘em Chapter), said the impact of the ien-
sion involving Russia and Ukraine will
be unavoidable.

“People’s travel confidence will
take a batering. They might wait and
see how the situation unfolds and put

off travelling.
“Economic sanctions (on Russia)
could result in fewer people going
places and taking leisure wips,” Mr
Konghiat said.
Hotelbookings from oversess visitors
However, the

¥
on chartered flights but now visitors
arrive on scheduled fMights.

Some were also here on business

shortfall has been shored up by domes-
tic tourksts. "Sa, it's moreor bess stabilis.
ing” Mr Kongkiat said.

retary-general of the Nnmmm tiesand testpositive for Covid-19will be over the pasttwoyears,  activity last year. Chachavalpongpun and into disrepute. As a result
given ple mmmmg Centre for Covid-19  The Students’ Affairs Administra-  Ratsadon protest leaders both Mr Netiwit and Ms
off the hook since Covid- instion tion Offfice the purge on  Parit “Penguin” Chiwarak Pitchakom had broken
surged in recentweeks duetothe trans-  lation at home or community centres.  In 2020, a budgetof 38 billion babt  the Facebook page of the Chublong-  and Panusaya “Rung” Sit- the university’s discipli-
mission of the Om s ¥ i il Admin — whe nary
Monday to Thursday, the hot-  hospitels at this point.” he said. astyear, 3 appeared in video clips as Mr Netiwit was also
line had received on average 40,000 The NHSO has asked people towork  up 10 97.7 billion baht while this year's Mr Netiwit, a political sclence stu-  guest The face P it the
calls daily. The total treatment cost has reached 324 dent and president of the student  lese majeste charges. organisers termed a “surprise” activ-
1o handie the increase, with at least 30%  via itsapps. About 100 volunteers have  billion baht. club, and g lip. Mr ity. which he publicised on social
media channels.
According to the office, he falled 1o
ensure the activity complied with uni-
» FomPage He estimated the combined debts. trips and stayed in the Kingdom for a  versity regulations.
accruedby the agencies o hoteds in Pat. fewdays. Russlantouristsusuallyspend  The office has decided 1 deduct 10
taya to be shy of 100 million baht. The 7-14days in Pattaya. disciplinary pointseach from Mr Ned-
New battle amounts of debl are proportionate to wit and Ms Pitchakorn. The penalty
the size of the hotels. Conflict caused Mr Netiwit to immediately lose
both here and further afield. “The Covid-19 crisis sent tourist Meanwhile, Russian tors  the presidency.
In particular, tous. inPhuket numbers tumbling and now the tour- have wpped the arrivals chart at Mr Netiwit was elected council presi-
and Pattaya and hotels are bracing for  ism industry here is expected to suffer Phuket dentin May2017,
aftershocks from Russia's attack a further freefall with war breaking out,” Bhummikitti Ruktaengam, presi- Mr Netiwit lashed out at the univer-
Tourists {rom Russia and Ukriane  he said. dentof the Phuket Tourist Association,  sity'sdecision, saying the university was
have contributed a great deal to the IIMWMMMN said the conflict between Russia and  disregarding the votes of students that
Iocal economies. For Phuket, Russians Ukraine has so far spared tourism in  gave him the top council,
have make up the biggest arrivals the province. He criticised the university man-
since the province, along with the rest According to the Tourism Authority  agement for disregarding &«dnm

and democracy.

For Sale

3 Office Buildings
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Lop Buri macaques.
scaring off tourists/

Monkey forum’seeks peaceful
coexistence with residents¢

A?MHACH SATTABURUTH:

Various solutions such as controlling their population,
ereating food zomes and strongly enforcing regulntions
were amang the recommendations made s Annkey
Forum® this week in promote the peaceful coesisience
of humans and crab-eating macaques in Lop

“The semin discuss solutions 4o the prob-
Jems monke 5 communities for the comient-
ence of i i other stakebokders in Lop
Burl, where monkess are both a symbal of the provinee

major st attraction.s

e has come 10 the |

ankmals have
u icts with
people and cantributing o o decline in the number
of visitars

'Ihrm anbter wiss discussed by v

s e

ousputesinciding

usnl, associate professor of TRU'S
and Technology, said the monkey's
pepulation was fomne i have incressed in meent years,

ir PoLLuTioN

'City residents warned of PM2.5 surge’

e e —

Bangkok residents are being warned
Jo besce.fo tigher Iwrlwllmnl—
ous particulate matier smalle
' icrna PV, s 0-calle st
ant air is expected t intensify fmm
famurrow until Tussday because ol
dropin wind speeciss
Ehuring this period, PM2 5 levels an
Expected i rise heynnd “safe” levels

with ded|
betvieen
the morning

i1 certain parts of the eity, namely
Klong Sam Wa, Min Buri, Nong
Kaigen. Thine| Wotthare, Bang Kae
and Bang Bon, said Bangkok
Pl Gien Asiwin ¥
Pol Gen Aswin said that the
higher levols of PM2 5 will coineide
ines in the t
e 3 dlegr

"
The PM2 5 penblem in Rangkok

Eroving from 2,280 in 2015 10 3,260 in 2019 |
To keepalid an their numbers, Ms
TRE hias been working with o
cles o carry s sterf]
So far, mose than 1,900 monkeys have been smrliads |
“The TRLY is alsn aveare the monkeys are sruggling
to find enough food resowrces, which inevitably makes
them dependent an humanss
though some people pass by 0 give them food
the monkeys’dally mitines have changed quite a bt
she salds
“The THLI recommended desigrating food zones
nearwhere they live in seven areas — Phra Prang Sam
Yot, niear the Malal Rama Theatee: the Hindu-Buddhis|
hrine San Plira Kan; Chavovanish shop, Muang Thang
Floned: Manors Market amd (e Sersg Heng grocery shopy
Ms Duangjai said the TRU also recommended con|
comend agencies come up with regulations including
beer g3
i

sill the monkeys' behaviowr vas de
ing away tourists |

“Since they became more vokent, the number of tour
e the post-Covtd
situation will cause the system inresel with regulations
property enforeed for the safety of tourists” he saids |
ak Kerwsura, the commitiee’s deputy|
. sabdall partlesin Lop Bur] should ke respon-
iy o ciping Iocal residents (o betier understand
and harmnninusly coexistith the animals.

February every year:

usially peaks from December until

ey s :
Phssion for puzzles
A boy phays il 2 figsa puzzle masde from & clay pot &t an event marking World Sol Day al the Golden Jubes Museum of Agricullure
In Pathum Thani yesterday. Tha event, which wraps up on Monday, featuras workshops, exhibilions on the sufficiency sconomy and a
Fair to-honour the late monarch, His Majesty King Bhumbol Adufyadsf The Great apicHT JHAKIL:

; tﬁln’ﬁ PHRAYA:
2 more river e-ferry routes
9857 SEGORTEHS Ilwnpul andas l.ll\ﬂlll)t Illlll

vidies thie passenger baat service from
Phira Nangklan Bridge pier in Non-

'md monitor air quatiry mpnm fromy | | bnthe Chan Phraya River plans to add

Toeope with this prohl

hesaid,

bang 1w mom muu S NEX Years

thaburl to Sathon pier in Bangkok,

the Hangkok )

e yeste nb.w
easures almedat

peraiure of - fumnes and smoke (o)

ps. Cerlsius in

Adminis-
tration (BMA) \m\m hes Empleer »-m
s

of fine dust par\xlm mrludmguaﬂ’lc
the ourdoor s 50m

hurning of rubbish or biomass.y
Fsichents ofthe capital, meamwhile,
Areheing advised tavnid expnsura

known s the “Urban line
arding o Cdr Parinya, the com-
pany willincrease the farefor the Urhan
e 0.3 b starting lan 1. Passengery
arged a lat 20 baby rates

Thie sorvice stands & another option
for passengers wanting o continue
i tri s Wsinsg i ss-tranisiL systems.d

com, www prbangkok com and (he
‘mobile application AITBKK)
The so-called safe level of PM2.5

z:pum\thmn MINE Smart Ferry “Urbn
sail the company will add the twa

according 1o the website AINThm
operuted by the Pollution Contro
Tiepartment (PCT).

He said the new additions will be 3
“Metm line” running from Phe Ram 7

POST NTERMATIONAL MEDIA

FORBES THAILAND,

LIFELONG
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PUVASITH WONGCHAROENSIN REGEARS
HIS LEATHER BUSINESS

) ASEAN BIZ

BUNLL
STEF

ESAK
TOWAF

THAWIPONG ANOTAISINTHAWEE
THAI EXECUTIVE LEADER IN IT STARTUP
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